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Superintendent Profile - Chad Dorrell
Springfield Country Club

!Chad Dorrell is the superintendent at Springfield Country Club in

Springfield, Ohio. He has been overseeing the Donald Ross designed course
for 13 years. Prior to Springfield, Chad worked at Thornapple Country Club in
Hilliard and the Double Eagle Club in Galena.

!A graduate of The Ohio State University, Chad has been married to his wife,
Jennifer for 18 years. They have two children, Susan (13) and Ryan (11) and
also a dog, Annie, who serves as Chad’s hunting buddy.

!
Q & A with Chad Dorrell
!What do you like most about being involved with the MVGCSA?

Interaction with my peers, who I have some very close friendships with. I enjoy talking shop with
them all.

!What’s your favorite job-related memory?

At Double Eagle Club, getting the chance to host a threesome on the course, two of which were
Mark Calcavecchia and Alex Lifeson, lead guitarist of Rush, favorite band since I was a kid. He was
playing a show in Columbus that evening. He ended up
upgrading our seats to 6th row, and we got to go back stage
with Mark and meet the rest of the band.

!Are you involved in any other community

organizations or charities?
Clark State Community College curriculum advisory
committee, OTF education committee, volunteered with
Habitat for Humanity, and helped coach my son’s baseball
and football teams.

!

Continued on page 2
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THANKS TO OUR GOLD PARTNERS!

Next Event:
SCHOLARSHIP
GOLF OUTING
Country Club
of the North
Monday, June 15th
Register online at
MiamiValleyGCSA.org

Superintendent Profile continued from page 1

!What’s your handicap?
12.5
!What do you enjoy doing when you’re away from the

course?
Spending time with Jennifer and the kids, pheasant hunting,
camping with my family and golf.

!Do you have any special items of note at your office

(picture, collectible, etc)?
Signed flag by Gary Player and Tom Wieskopf from Shell’s
Wonderful World of Golf, hosted at Double Eagle. Also a 2014
Masters flag and practice round ticket, my first experience at
Augusta.

!Tell us something about yourself that might surprise

your peers.
My freshman year of college I attended Utah State and studied
Landscape Architecture.

!Did you have a mentor in the business? If so, who and

what is the biggest lesson you learned from them?
I have a lot of people who have helped me get to where I am
today, too many to name. My biggest influence is from my
parents. My mom passed away when I was 16 but taught me the
value of being a good person to all, and my dad for teaching me
the value of hard work.

Golf Fun Fact:
Former President Woodrow Wilson loved golf so much that
he played in the snow using black golf balls!

!2

MAY 2015

Assistant Profile - Zachary Wike
Beavercreek Golf Club

!A graduate of Ohio State ATI, Zachary Wike has been the assistant

superintendent at Beavercreek Golf Club in Beavercreek, Ohio for five
years. Previous work experience for Zach includes working at Yankee Run
in northeast Ohio where he started at age 12. Additionally, he spent time at
The Honors Course, Pine Valley Golf Club and Moraine Country Club.

!Zach and his wife, Alison, have a one and a half year old daughter and are
expecting their second child (also a girl) this fall. In addition to having
another daughter, Zach is also expecting to graduate from Franklin
University this fall with a degree in Business Administration.

!
Q & A with Zachary Wike
!How did you become interested in being a golf course superintendent?

I grew up loving the game of golf and have never had another job outside of the golf industry. I
have always wanted to be a golf course superintendent.

!What’s your favorite job-related memory?

Getting to meet Arnold Palmer at Pine Valley. He was walking off of the 15th green on his 2nd round
of the day. He was walking the course and was getting tired. I watched him tee off on 16 and he
topped the ball and it only rolled about 5 feet. He laughed it off and hit another one down the
middle of the fairway. He was a class act and took the time to talk to me and sign a flag.

!Are you involved in any other community organizations or charities?
We are active in our church, Incarnation.
!Do you play golf? If so, what’s your handicap?
I always wish I had more time to play golf. My handicap is 10.
!What do you enjoy doing when you’re away from the course?
I love spending time with my family and traveling.
!What’s your favorite vacation spot and why?
Kiawah Island, SC. It’s heaven on earth.
!Tell us something about yourself that might surprise your peers.
I am a wine connoisseur. I have a collection of about 300 bottles at home.
!If/when you become a head superintendent, what is

one thing that your current superintendent has
taught you that you will implement into your own
program?
Working at Beavercreek has been a great experience and a
dramatic change from high end clubs that I have worked at
in the past. I have learned a lot about efficiency and ease of
maintenance. Without the financial resources desired, we
must be creative with our daily tasks. Beavercreek has
taught me to “think outside of the box” and approach every
day with an open mind.
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Wee One Foundation supports
superintendent battling ALS
Written by Grant B. Gannon
Featured at Golfdom.com
Dean Kerns, CGCS, has spent 33 years at Arrowhead
Golf Club in Minster, Ohio. When he
was recently diagnosed with Amyotrophic Lateral
Sclerosis (ALS), a progressive neurodegenerative
disease, it was inevitable that he would have to retire
from two things he loves.
However, a surprise gift from the Wee One
Foundation on Masters’ Sunday will allow him to
extend his career as a superintendent and a golfer.
Photo courtesy of Grant B. Gannon, Golfdom

Arrowhead is the home course for the Minster High
School women’s golf team, and some of the team
members started to notice something different about the local superintendent last October.
They confronted their coach, Debbie Ahrns, to see if she knew what was going on.

“I began to answer their questions the best that I was able to and the girls said ‘it is so sad he
will lose two things that he loves,’” Ahrns said. “I told them it didn’t have to be that way and
there are options out there that could help him.”
On January 27, Ahrns sent out an email to the Golf Course Superintendents Association of
America (GCSAA), and soon after, Mark Jordan, CGCS, natural resource leader at Westfield
Group Country Club in Westfield Center, Ohio, and a GCSAA board of directors member,
replied to her.
Ahrns contacted the Wee One Foundation, a group whose purpose is to help superintendents
with overwhelming expenses because of medical hardship. Upon learning about Kerns, the
foundation volunteered to pay nearly $10,000 for the specialized golf cart.
“I received Debbie’s online application and it was logical that we needed to look further into
Dean’s situation,” said Wee One Foundation President Rod Johnson, CGCS at Pine Hills CC in
Sheboygan, Wis. “Usually our gifts to families are used to pay medical bills but we were
excited that we could purchase equipment that will help extend Dean’s career.”
Kerns wasn’t aware he would be receiving the Solo Rider until a
surprise ceremony at Arrowhead GC’s clubhouse on Masters’
Sunday, surrounded by approximately 100 friends and club
members.
“I didn’t really want to come because I was watching the Masters
but my wife said it would be worth my while,” Kerns said. “For
years I have wanted to plant some trees over here on No. 2, some
red buds and she told me the women’s golf team was donating
money for new trees and I thought ‘oh, they got my red buds.’”
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Continued from page 4

Jordan was at the event too as the GCSAA representative and presented a $2,000 check from
the association’s benevolence fund to Kerns. Troy Martin, president of the Miami Valley Golf
Course Superintendents Association and superintendent at Green Country Club in Fairborn,
Ohio, announced that the MVGCSA would be
donating $1,500 to the Wee One Foundation
in Kerns’ name.
When Kerns addressed the group gathered in
his honor he thanked the members for
allowing him to stay for so long and joked,
“Now I’m going to have to learn to drive this
thing so I don’t rip up my own greens.”

Photo courtesy of Grant B. Gannon, Golfdom

Who knows how much longer Kerns will be
able to work on his course or play golf but one
thing is for sure; Kerns loves working on his
golf course and you will find him out there for
as long as he can.

!

When Golfdom asked when Kerns would test out his new ride, he thought about it for a
second and said, “Well, I got to mow tomorrow. So on Tuesday I think I can give it a try.”

!Special thanks to Golfdom for allowing us to re-print this article. A condensed version will
be featured in the May edition of Golfdom Magazine.

From the Twitter Feed
@MVGCSA

Tweet from
NCR Country Club
@ncrccturfgrass

“1st target on new SGPA has
drainage installed and topsoil
redistributed … Really taking
shape!!”
May 13th

!
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June weather forecast summary from
the Old Farmer’s Almanac
Average temperature of 73° (2° above average)
Precipitation 3” (1” below average)

Conroy joins GCSAA as Great Lakes field staff
!With experience working both on and off the course in the golf course
management industry, Shane Conroy brings a breadth of professional
knowledge to the Great Lakes region.

!Conroy was previously a turfgrass accounts manager for Illinois-based
Spectrum Technologies Inc., a firm that manufactures and distributes
leading-edge measurement equipment to the agricultural market.

!Prior to working for Spectrum, Conroy was the assistant superintendent at

Park Ridge (Ill.) Country Club; a professional intern at the Carolina
Country Club in Raleigh, N.C.; and a grounds crew associate at Kalamazoo
(Mich.) Country Club. He graduated from Western Michigan University in
2007 with a bachelor’s degree in business administration and in 2009
earned an associate’s degree in turfgrass management from North Carolina
State University.

!Conroy is a member of board of directors of the Illinois Turfgrass Foundation and also served as a
Class C (Assistant) member of the board of directors of the Midwest Association of Golf Course
Superintendents (MAGS) from 2012-2013.

!

THANKS TO OUR SILVER PARTNERS!

SEND US YOUR
JOB POSTINGS!
Have a position to fill at your club or within
your organization? Email the job description
to us at info@miamivalleygcsa.org and we’ll
post it on the Miami Valley GCSA web page.

Miami Valley Golf Course Superintendents Association
2710 North Star Road | Columbus, Ohio 43221
www.miamivalleygcsa.org
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